WANDERINGS.                            31
later, although the edition was small and obscure, it was still sufficiently known to find mention in the first comprehensive work on American Poetry.1
It passed into circulation such as is indicated "by these contemporary notices, and in view of that fact Poe's statement that it was suppressed for private reasons counts for little. It may as well be confessed at once that any unsupported assertion by Poe regarding himself is to be received with great caution. In this case,- as will presently be seen, his circumstances give no plausibility to his story.
There is, perhaps, more color of truth in the claim put forth in his boyishly affected preface that this volume was written in 1821-22. As that was the time when his mind would naturally rapidly unfold, and as the statement agrees with the tradition of a manuscript volume shown to Master Clarke by Mr. Allan, in order to obtain the former's advice respecting its pubEcation, it is prob^ able that some of the poems at lea«t were then drafted; but from the passages that reveal the depressing influence of his own home and imply his experience of love and death, as well as from what is recorded of his habits at the University, it is clear that they were re-written, and really represent his genius at the stage it was in when they were printed. The precocity of the verses is
1 Specimens of American Poetry, by Samuel Kettdl.   Boston : S. G. Goo&rich & Co., 1829: iii. p, 405.
